Taking reputable and established research from related fields and combining it in unexpected ways is a proven method for producing pioneering scholarship. Recent research has also demonstrated that teams of scholars better preserve this combination of conventionality and innovation by balancing the required depth of an academic discipline with the capacity for unconventional combinations (Uzzi et al. 2013) . Patout Burns and Robin M. Jensen-in collaboration with Graeme Clarke, Susan T. Stevens, William Tabbernee, and Maureen A. Tilley-followed this proven interdisciplinary approach in this volume to the benefit of the discipline. This collaborative investigation began with conversations at NAPS in 1994. With funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities, they initiated this joint effort with a research trip to Tunisia, and subsequently to Algeria, and convened interested scholars for recurring sessions at AAR and NAPS.
The salient features and methodology of this book are lucidly outlined in the Introduction. Here the authors articulate their aspiration to trace the relationship between the changing social context of Roman Africa, African Christian rituals and religious practices, and their corresponding theological development. Devotion and dissent-the dialogue between practice and theory-become the basis for a renewed theological vision for the church in Roman Africa. Methodologically, to achieve this correlation of context, practice, and thought, Burns and Jensen attempt to coordinate rituals and religious practices reconstructed from existing literary evidence with the material remains of the church in Africa.
The first three chapters offer a concise yet detailed historical review of Christianity in Roman Africa from the second century through the Byzantine occupation ending in the seventh century. Chapter One skirts the complicated question of the origins of Christianity in North Africa but offers, as a reasonable conjecture, that Christianity arrived through immigrants and traders. No argument for or against the relationship of Christianity to Jewish communities in Carthage and vicinity is made. The first chapter and the preliminary pages of Chapter Two focus on the persecution of Christians in North Africa. After a brief discussion of the changes entailed with the reign of Constantine, the second chapter shifts its focus to religious nonconformists, such as the Manichaeans, Novatianists, and Donatists. Theological controversies and the Vandal conquest are also explored.
Chapter Three documents the Vandal and Byzantine occupations. Chapter Four, the longest of the introductory chapters and perhaps the most useful, surveys the archeological remains of Christianity in Africa. This chapter includes discussion of distinctive characteristics of African basilicas, baptismal architecture, mosaic decoration, archeological evidence relating to the cult of the saints, and Christian burial.
Chapters Five through Twelve focus on the practices and social structures for which literary evidence and/or material evidence remains: baptism, Eucharist, penance, orders, marriage and consecrated life, death and burial, the cult of martyrs, and the practices of individual piety. This is the heart of the book and directly examines the two essential features of African Christianity: "a concern for the holiness of the church and its performing the sanctifying work of Christ" (xlvi). The structure for these chapters is consistent. Each chapter begins with a review of the development of these practices from Tertullian to Augustine, followed by observations on the correlation of archeological and literary evidence and the correlation of theology and practice. The authors utilize archeological data to inform and not to confirm preexisting narratives presented in the ancient literary texts. Concurrently, the archeological evidence is not pushed beyond its limit or employed to clarify with precision details of Christian practices. Read side by side with the literary evidence and the cultural and social context, the archeological data sheds light on Christianity in Africa, not simply by serving as an independent witness to the literary evidence, but by demonstrating the range of church types and thereby the variety of Christian expression in Africa sometimes absent from the literary record.
The final chapter examines the uniqueness of African religious practice and theology and its subsequent influence on Latin Christianity. The volume is supplemented with a list of ancient authors and works, one map (with key to cities and provinces), a chronological table, a robust index, 143 illustrations consisting of site drawings and color photographs of the archeological remains, and a bibliography. The bibliography is extensive but needs updating. The majority of entries are pre-2000s and only two entries after 2010 appear. The photographs and sites drawings are a rich source of documentation and information.
The referencing of primary sources is substantial throughout but particularly so for Chapters Five through Twelve, rendering it straightforward for scholars to evaluate the evidence supporting the authors' assertions. The working papers generated from the project's academic conferences continue to be available on the Augustinian Institute of Villanova University's website under the heading "Devotion and Dissent." The papers provide an additional resource for scholars to evaluate the authors' conclusions and, just as importantly, demonstrate the genuinely collaborative nature of this book. As an example, thirty papers contributed by seven authors are available under the heading "Marriage and Family." Comparing the two articles contributed by David Hunter with Chapter Nine ("Forms of Christian Life: Marriage, Virginity, and Widowhood") reveals that on at least four occasions (455, 456, 469 , and 484) source material and research generated from his work was assimilated into the argument of the chapter. Thus, drawing upon the diverse competencies of seminar participants, the authors were able to weave together the varied research interests into a cohesive narrative that has the breadth of a multi-authored work and readability of single authored work.
Over twenty years in the making, this highly anticipated volume was well worth the wait. The authors' interdisciplinary approach combined with their persistent focus on the distinctive traits of Christianity in Roman Africa yield a richer understanding of early Christianity. One hopes that their research will spur other networks of scholars to collaborate on similar regionally inspired research efforts. In late antique Christian apologetics, Porphyry's fifteen books Against the Christians can seem either ubiquitous or elusive. Many fourth-and fifth-century authors name Porphyry as the author of anti-Christian polemics under discussion, yet few bothered to reproduce his words. Interest in Porphyry over the past generation has remained robust, yet the pendulum has swung from optimistic reconstruction of Porphyry's polemics (exemplified by Barnes, Beatrice, Digeser, Schott, and Simmons) to a growing skepticism about distinguishing Porphyry's voice from those of his Christian adversaries (led by Goulet, Riedweg, Morlet, and Johnson). Ariane Magny's book, a revision of her Bristol dissertation, pushes this skeptical turn to perhaps its furthest limits with salutary results.
Michael Glerup, Center for Early African Christianity
Magny's contribution is to test a promising methodology for discerning Porphyry's voice within that of the authors who preserve it. Following classicist Guido Schepens, Magny treats the Christian adversaries of Porphyry as "cover-texts" that simultaneously "preserve, conceal, or enclose" the lost text (23). Scrutiny of cover-texts of Against the Christians occupies the bulk of Magny's book. Indeed, due to the interference from these cover-texts, Magny concludes Porphyry "seems even further away than he ever was" (154).
To exemplify Magny's results: her chapter on Eusebius's citations of Porphyry in his Praeparatio and Demonstratio Evangelica stresses that the Caesarean scholar's aim, behind the veneer of impartiality that accompanied his heavy quotation of pagan authors, was to explain Christianity and neutralize attacks against Christian antiquity and sacred texts. Magny sympathizes with Harnack's now-controversial position that Porphyry articulated the pagan objections reproduced at the beginning of the Praeparatio (which condemns Christian betrayal of their Jewish or Greek heritage, especially their impious rejection of traditional worship: 36-40).
